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CHAPTER SCR 31
CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION

SCR31.01 Definitions. SCR31.08 Procedure for approval of CLE activities.
SCR31.02  Attendance requirement. SCR31.09 Delegation, determinations and review
SCR31.03 Reporting requirement. SCR31.10 Noncompliance.
SCR31.04 Exemptions. SCR31.11 Reinstatement.
SCR31.05 Approved hours. SCR31.12 Extensions and waivers.
SCR31.06 Attendance and reporting requirements for persons upon SCR31.13 Service; filing.
reactivation or reinstatement. SCR31.14 Rule—-making authority
SCR31.07 Standards for approval of CLE activities. APPENDIX Rules of the Board of Bar Examiners.

Note: SCR Chapter 31 was adopted November 21, 1975)afuary 1, 1977; SCR 31.03 Reporting requirement. (1) A |awyer shall file

amendedNovember 18, 1977; Decembdr, 1979; July 1, 1986; May 10, 1988; Janu : : : f
ary 1, 1989; October 17, 1990; January 1, 1991; February 1, 1991; October 24, l@gwr'tten report under oath orfafnation on designate€LE

Decemberl0, 1992; May 3, 1994; November 17, 1994; November 18, 1994; Novelnorm 1 with the board oor before the February 1 following the
ber14, 2001; April 1, 2002, January 20)07; Januaryll 2008; December 3, 2008; |astday of the reporting period. The written report shall establish
Januang, 2009; June 1, 2009; September 10, 2009; June 14, 2013. compliancewith the attendance requirement of SCR 31.02.

SCR 31.01 Definitions. In this chapter: (2) Alawyer who has natatisfied SCR 31.02 and completed

p " : thereporting requirement under sub. (1) by these of business
(1) "Board” means the board of bar examiners. on the February 1 following the last day of the reporting period

(Im) “CLE” means continuing legal education. shallbe assessed a late fee of $100.
(2) “Committee” means a panel comprising at least 3 members (3) Lawyers may satisfy theporting requirements of sub. (1)
of the board. _ o throughthe electronicLE reporting system. Reports filed elec
(4) “Hour” means a period ofipproved continuing legal tronically must include the reportinigwyer's electronic signa
educationconsisting of not less than 50 minutes. ture, by which the lawyer avers under oath dirafation that the
(5) “Inactive member” means an inactive member of the statgormationcontained in the report is true.
barunder SCR 10.03 (3) and the bylaws of the state bar (4) Electronically—filed reports are deemed filed when they

(6) “Lawyer” means an active membafrthe state bar under aresubmitted tahe electronic CLE reporting system, except that
SCR10.03 (3) and the bylaws of the state bar and includes alate—filed report is deemed filed upon receipt of paymettief
activemember under suspension other than a person under a ftatafee.
of suspension that witerminate only on order of the court or a History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 94-08, 183ia¥2d xv (1994); Sup. Ct. Ordéto.
personsuspended pursuant to SCR 31.10 (1). 94-15 188 Wis. 2d xv (1994)i; Sup. Ct. Order N@8-04 2008 WI127, filed and

(6m) “Repeated on-demarmfogram” means an on-line pro eff. 12-3-08; Sup. Ct. Order N68-23 2009 WI 93, 317 \i¢. 2d xiii.

8{g£ld%hverr§\(/je3v§rttrtlgblg;er[jnet, consisting of a proggam SCR 31.04 Exemptions. (1) A lawyer is exempt from the
y“ pproved by th . ' L attendanceand reporting requirements tbfis chapter in the year

b Y bquo(;tln_g per;lqdh mleans the two-year L;}e_rlglgﬂlng of his or her admission to the practice of law irst@nsin.
ecembe uring which a lawyer must satisfy thaséénsin (2) Alawyer who does not engage in the practice of lawigx W

continuing legal education requirement of SCR 31.02. T%?ronsinat any time during the reporting period is exempt from the

reportingperiod for a lawyer is determined by the year of his . .
heradmission to the practice of law inidbonsin. The reporting ?éﬁ;ﬂﬁgfggg#'eﬁrgr?{gffsgg%f%'g 2 but shall comply with the

periodfor a lawyer admitted in an even—numbeyedr shall end ST i L
on December 31 of each even-numbered year; the reporting(3) A lawyer whose practice is principally in another jurisdic
periodfor a lawyer admitted in an odd-numbered year shall efn that has mandatory CLE requirements and who is current in
on December 31 of each odd-numbered.year meeting those requirements is exempt from th#endance

(8) “Statebar” means the state bar ofdsbnsin. ;egﬂ::gmgz’g; SS(C::RR 3?1183? bushall comply with the reporting

(9) “Electronic CLE reporting system” means a Web_ba_segHistory: Sup. Ct. Order Na@4-15 188 Ws. 2d xv (1994); Sup. Ct. Ordlo.
systemestablished byhe board of bar examiners through whicty7-0g 2008w 1, 303 Ws. 2d xvi; Sup. Ct. Order N@8-04 2008 W 127, filed
lawyersmay electronically file an original @mended report of and ef. 12-3-08.
their CLE compliance. o

(10) “Electronic signature” means afectronic sound, sym SCR 31.05 Approved hours. (1) Activities that are approved
bol, or process attached to or logically associated with &Yy the board either pefore or after the close of the reporting period
electronically-filedCLE report that can bexecuted or adopted May be used to satisfthe requirement of SCR 31.02. Lawyers
by the reporting lawyer witthe intent to sign the document unde€laiming credit for activities that are not already approved must

oathor afirmation. seekapproval ona CLE Form 2 filed contemporaneously with
History: Sup. Ct. Order No94-15 188 Ws. 2d xv (1994); Sup. Ct. Ordélo.  their CLE Form 1.
05-09 2007 WI 14, 293 \Ié. 2d clxxxvii; Sup. Ct. Order N@8-04 2008 WI 127, (2) (a) Up to 15hours of CLE reported on CLE Form 1 may

filed and ef. 12-3-08; Sup. Ct. Order N68-23 2009 WI 93, 317 \i. 2d xiii. be carried forward to the next reporting period if all of thikow-

ing conditions are met:

1. The hours that are to be carried forward reflect attendance
Quringthe reporting period covered by the CLE Form 1.

2. These hours reflect attendance at courses that are approved

SCR 31.02 Attendance requirement. (1) A lawyershall
attenda minimum of 30 hours of approved CLE during eac
reportingperiod.

(2) A lawyer shall attend a minimum of 3 of the 30 hourgyt

requiredunder sub. (1) on the subject of legtiics and profes he board either before or after the close of the repguérigd.
sional responsibility in every reporting period. Lawyers claiming credit for activities that are naliready
History: Sup. Ct. Order Nc@4-15 188 Ws. 2d xv (1994); Sup. Ct. Ordsto.  @pprovedmustseek approval on a CLE Form 2 filed contempora

08-04 2008 W1 127, filed and &f12-3-08. neouslywith their CLE Form 1.
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SCR 31.05 CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. 2

(c) CLE programs approveay the board for legal ethics and (d) CLE materials shall be prepared by and activities con
professionatesponsibility may not be carriédrward under this ductedby an individual or group qualified by practical or -aca
subsectiorfor the purpose of fulfilling the legathics and profes demicexperience.
sional responsibility requirement of SCR 31.02 (2) but may be (e) CLE activities shall be accompanied by thorough, well-or
carriedforward under pata). ganizedand readable writtematerials which are available to

(3) Teachingan approveaontinuing legal or judicial eduea attendeesit the time of presentation unless otherwise permitted by
tion activity or teaching a course in a law schapproved by the the board.

Americanbar association may be usedstuisfy the requirement  (f) The board may grant approval of an activity to an individual
of SCR 31.02. The board shall award 2 hours for each hour-of geavyer, although the activity itself does not satisfy SCR 31.07 (2)
sentationof the approved continuing legat judicial education (a) and(b), where the lawyer demonstrates to the satisfaction of
activity and one hour for each hoofr presentation for teaching athe board the manner in which the activity increalsissor her
coursein a law school. competenceas a lawyer

(4) Participationin an educational activity approved by the (3) The board may approve published legal writings for use
judicial education committee may be usedatisfy the require towardthe CLE requirement under rules it may adopt.
ment of SCR 31.02. (4) An activity sponsored by grivate law firm, corporate law
(5) (a) A repeated on—demand program may be used to satiggpartmenbr federal, state or local government agendgretl

the requirement of SCR 31.02, if all of the following conditiondor lawyers connected with it may legproved if it meets the
aremet: requirementset forth in sub. (2).

1. The repeated on-demand program is approved prior to(5) The board shall not approve any CLE for legal ethics and
beingclaimed for credit by a lawyer on CLE Form 1, and the lawprofessionafesponsibility credit unless that education hesra-
yer must take the on—-demand program no later than DecembeP8#M componenbf at least one continuous hour devoted to legal

of the year after the year in which approval was given. ethicsand professional responsibility
. History: Sup. Ct. Order No94-15 188 Ws. 2d xv (1994); Sup. Ct. Ord&lo.
2. Sponsors of the approved on—demand on-line prograyl o, 2008 wi 127, filed and &f12—-3-08.

mustmaintain a roster verifyinghe attendance of all attorneys
logged-inand paying for the program and provide the roster to teg-R 31.08 Procedure for approval of CLE activities. (1)

boardif requested. Any person desiring approval of a CLE activityall submit all
(b) No more than 1_0.0redits may be claimed f_or repeated oninformationrequired by the board.
demandprograms during a lawyer reporting period. (2) Following the presentation of an approved CLE actjvity
(c) No legal ethics and professional responsibility credit isachsponsor shall promptly transmit to the board a list of al law
allowedfor a repeated on—demand program. yersin attendance.
(d) Repeated on—-demand programs may not be used for rein(3) The board may annually extend approval to a sponsor for
statement, readmission, or reactivation. all its activities which conform to SCR 31.07. Amanization

(6) Eachhour of service on thefife of lawyer regulation pre Which desires the general program approval shall submit alk-infor
liminary review committeespecial preliminary review panel, dis mationrequired by the board. ,
trict committee or as anfife of lawyerregulation special investi ~ History: Sup. Ct. Order Nd8-04 2008 W1 127, filed and £12-3-08.
gatormay be used to satisfy the requirements of SCR 31.@2, t
maximumof 3.0 hours of legal ethics and professional respon%1 ; :
bility creditper reporting period, provided that théic# of law te??:gaégr;n;ﬁgeele?oa;em:n?gg:oorﬁootfﬁgfe ;ﬁ?‘rg gggﬂ this chap
yer regulation maintains a roster verifying service anavides U ) :
the roster to the board if requested. (2) The board or its delegate shall, in responsevitten
History: Sup. Ct. Order No. 94-08, 183isv2d xv (1994); Sup. Ct. Ordeto.  fequestsfor approvalof courses, waivers, extensions of time or
94-15 188 Wis. 2d xv (1994); Sup. Ct. Order Na5-09 2007 WI 14, 293 . 2d  interpretationof this chaptermake a written response giving
clxxxvii; Sup. Ct. Order NdD8-04 2008 W 127, filed and £f12-3-08; SupCt.  appropriatereasons for the determination within a reasonable

CR 31.09 Delegation, determinations and review. (1)

Order No.13-01, 2013 WI 50, filed and &f6-14-13. time.
i . (3) Theboard may review any action taken under this chapter
SCR 31.06 Attendance and reporting requirements for atthe writtenrequest of a lawyer or sponsor adverseigciéd by

persons upon reactivation or reinstatement. ~ Theboard theaction. Any request for review shall be made within 60 days

shall determine the attendance and reporting requirements f{i@notice ofthe action taken has been sent by mail to the lawyer
personwho seekso change from inactive to active membershigy sponsar

in the state bar or for a person who seeks reinstatement followingistory: Sup. Ct. Order Nc94-15 188 Ws. 2d xv (1994).
voluntaryresignation from the state bdicense suspensidhat
will terminate only on order of the court, or license revocationSCR 31.10 Noncompliance. (1) If a lawyer fails to comply
with the attendance requirement®ER 31.02, fails to comply
SCR 31.07 Standards for approval of CLE activities. (1) with the reporting requirement of SCR 31.03 (1), or fails to pay the
The board shall designatbe number of hours applicable to thdatefee under SCR 31.03 (2), the board shall serve a notice-of non
requiremenbf SCR 31.02 for each approved CLE activity compliance on the lawyeiThis notice shall advise the lawyer that
(2) Thefollowing standards shall govern the approval of CLEhe lawyers state bar membership shall be automaticsily
activitiesby the board: pendedor failing to file evidence of compliance or to pay the late
fee within 60 days after service of the notice. The board shall cer

inc(rzg;rgﬁep;lgiglyeg’bjriﬁg\gigga?%nsLeﬁeiggvgg :T:" 2? tc{ify the names of all lawyers so suspended under this rule to the
P P Wy clerk of the supreme court, all supreme court justices, all court of

(b) The CLE activity shall deal primarilyith matters related appealsand circuit court judges, all circuit court commissioners
to the practice of layprofessional responsibilityr ethical obliga.  appointedunder SCR 75.02 (1) in this state, all circuit court clerks,
tions of lawyers. all juvenile courtclerks, all registers in probate, the executive

(c) Except forrepeated on—-demand programs, a mechanicalijrectorof the state bar of W8consin, the Wconsin State Public
or electronically recorded activity will be approved only if a qualiDefender'sOffice, and the clerks of the federal district courts in
fied instructor is available to comment and answer questions. Wisconsin. A lawyer shall not engage the practice of law in
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3 Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION SCR31.14
Wisconsinwhile his or her state bar membership is suspended(c) Within 90 days after service of the petitidhe director of
underthis rule. the office of lawyer regulation shall investigate the eligibility of

(2) If the board believes that a false report has been filed, the petitioner for reinstatement and file a response with the
boardmay refer the matter to thefiok of lawyer regulation. supremecourt in support of or opposition to the petition.

History: Sup. Ct. Order Nd94-15 188 Ws. 2d xv (1994); Sup. Ct. Ordéb. (3) PETITION FOR REINSTATEMENT. The petition for reinstate

gé;ﬁizom WI120, 247 . 2d xiii; Sup. Ct. Ordeo.08-05 2000 WI 1, S1WS. 1y antshall state in detail the manner in which the lawyer has com
’ plied with all requirements under this chapte®nly verified
SCR 31.11 Reinstatement. (1) SUSPENSIONOFLESsTHAN 3 attendancat suficient hours of approved CLE activities for the
CONSECUTIVEYEARS. (@) A lawyer whose suspension fancom  periodof suspension shall be considered éalinpliance with the
plianceunder SCR 31.10 (1) has been for a period of less thaatgendanceequirements of this chapter
consecutiveyears may file a petition with the board for reinstate  (4) DisciPLINARY SUSPENSIONA lawyer suspended as a result
mentto membership in the state baPayment in the amount of of disciplinary actiorfollowing referral under SCR 31.10 (2) may
$100and any applicable late fee shall accompany the petitionpetition for reinstatement under SCR 22.28.
(b) Within 60 days after service of a petition for reinstatement,History: Sup. Ct. Order Nd1-12A 2002 W1 8, 249 \. 2d xiii; Sup. CtOrder
the board shall maka determination regarding compliance. If thélo.08-04 2008 W1127, filed and £f12-3-08; Sup. Ct. Order Nag-05 2009 W
board determines that the lawygin compliance with all require 1+ 311 Wis. 2d xxiii
mentsunder this chapteit shall reinstate the lawysrmember . )
shipin the state barThe board shall certify the names of allfawSCR 31.12 Extensions and waivers. (1)  The board may
yersso reinstated to the clerk of the supreme court, all suprefigendtime deadlines for completion of attendance and reporting
courtjustices, all court of appeals and circuit cudges, all cir ~ requirementsn cases of hardship or for other compelling reasons.
cuit court commissioners appointed under SCR 75.02 (1) in this(2) The board may waive attendance and reporting reguire
state,all circuit court clerks, all juvenile court clerks, all registersnentswhere to do otherwise would work an injustice.
in probate, the executive directafithe state bar of i&tonsin, the
WisconsinState Public Defender Ofice, and theclerks of the SCR 31.13 Service; filing. (1) Serviceunder this chapter
federaldistrict courts in Wéconsin. meansa communication made ertified mail and is complete
(c) If the board denies a petition for reinstatement, the boardonmailing. Service on a lawyer ssificient if addressed to the
shallserve a notice of denial on the lawy#fter denial, a hearing lawyer’saddress last listed with the state. bBervice on the board
shallbe held by the board only upon written petition of the lawyés suficient if addressed to the board at itfics.
made within 30 days of servieg the notice of denial, which peti (2) A report or other communication to theard under this
tion for hearing shall be served tre board. The board shall €on gty timely filed if any of the following is applicable:
duct the hearing within 60 days after service of the petition for S . .
hearingand shall make and serve its findings and recommenda (&) The report or other communication, together with the appli
tions on the lawyer within 60 days aftére close of the hearing, CaPlefees, iseceived at the boaslofice within the time speei
and,if adverse fo the lawyeshall notify the supreme court of itsfi€d for filing.
action. If reinstatement is denied, tfiadings and recommenda  (b) The report or other communication, together with the
tions of the board shall be reviewed by the supreme court ordpplicablefees, is sent to the boagdfice through the United
uponwritten petition by the lawyer filed within 30 days of the dat&tatesPostal Service by 1st class mail, including express or-prior
of the action of the board. ity mail, postage prepaid, and bears a postmark, other than-a com
(1m) SUSPENSIONOF 3 OR MORE CONSECUTIVEYEARS. (a) A Mercialpostage meter label, showing that the communication was
lawyerwhose suspension has been for a pesf®ior more con Mmailedon or before the last day for filing.
secutiveyears may file a petition for reinstatement with the (c) The report or other communication, together with the appli
supremecourt and serve a copy on the board andffiee of law-  cablefees, is delivered on or before the last day for filing to a 3rd-
yer regulation. Separate payments in the amount of $200 egelity commercial carrier for delivery to the boardfice within
shallbe made to the board of bar examiraerd the dfce of law 3 calendar days.
yer regulation shall accompany the petition. History: Sup. Ct. Order Nd)8-06 2009 WI 19, 312 \i¢. 2d xiii.
(b) Within 90 days after service of the petition, the bcrall
makea determination regarding compliance and file its findin§CR 31.14 Rule—making authority . The board may promul
with the supreme court. gaterules to carry out the purposes of this chapter
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